The daisy brittlestar Ophiopholis
aculeata can be found in rock
crevices, often among mussels.
It's most commion in the north,
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SHELL HUNTING

¥ SUNSET SHELLS are generally
buf, with pinkish lines radiating
frowm the hinge whare the two shell
halves jain. The FARDE SUNSET
SHELL Gari fervensis is one of the
most commaon. it has an aftractive
purpie inner-shell surface and
ocours all mund our coastline,
where it lives partially buried in
sand. The prominent

ridge across the shell

Is & boery i clue, :

¥ SLIPPER LIMPETS Crepidula
formicata, originally introduced

from America bul now very
common along the English Channel
and south-western coastlines,
have intriguing sex Lives, They
aggrogate in stacks of up to a dazen
individuals, with lorge females on
thir bottom, small males on the top
and hermaphrodites in between
Young males settling at the top of
the chain gradually transferm into
hermaphrodites and finally become
fermnales as they mature,

¥ Britain’s diminutive

SPOTTED COWRIE Trvia monacha,
which measures just a centimaetre
in [ength, s a far cry from the
intricately patierned, glossy
cowries prized by collectors in the
tropics, sa it’s often overiooked.
This cowrie s mast common along
the Atlantic coast, whare

it feeds on colonial sea

squirts living on the

heldfasts of kelp

bedew the low-

waler mark. Loak

for its shell on the

strandline.




